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IDEAS AT Work 

COMPUTERS / HI LLEL SEGAL 

‘Student’ Word Perfect 
works for business, too 


Want to save a bundle on the 
most popular word processing pro¬ 
gram for personal computers? 
Word Perfect, which normally re¬ 
tails for $495, is now available in a 
“student version” for just $75. Like 
the original, it runs on IBM PCs 
and compatible computers, and 
has almost all the func¬ 
tions of the higher 
priced version. 

In many business sit¬ 
uations the student ver¬ 
sion is quite accept¬ 
able. And with a price 
just 15 percent of the 
regular price — an 85 
percent savings — it 
provides a bargain too 
good to pass up. 

First, a few words 
about the regular $495 Segal 
edition of Word Perfect. It is an ex¬ 
ceptional program, and has be¬ 
come the top selling word process¬ 
ing program for IBM PCs in the 
last few years. It is not the easiest 
to learn and use, but neither are 
the other two top sellers, Multi¬ 
mate and Microsoft Word. Multi¬ 
mate seems to be popular in many 
large corporate environments, 
while Word Perfect is favored by 
small- and medium-sized busi¬ 
nesses. Microsoft Word is favored 
by those who like a “mouse.” 

Like many consultants, I recom¬ 
mend Word Perfect regularly to 
my clients, mainly because it is a 
“full function” program, capable 
of handling almost any business sit¬ 
uation, and has an excellent manu¬ 
al and tutorial section. The latest 
release, called 4.1, has many bells 
and whistles, and can perform vir¬ 
tually any function you can think 
of. It checks your spelling, allows 
letters to be merged with data 
base files, lets you perform DOS 
functions without exiting the pro¬ 
gram, and even lets you work with 
two documents on the screen. 

So, how exactly is the newly re¬ 
leased student version different 
from the regular version? Other 
than the absence of the following 
six features, the programs operate 
identically: 

✓ “Switch” function, which 
permits you to jump back and 
forth between two documents, or 


display two documents at the same 
time on the screen. 

“Merge” function, which is 
for creating mass mailings or com¬ 
mon letters to many addressees. 

“Mark text” function, which 
is useful in creating indexes. 

✓ “Math” function, for auto¬ 
matically calculating 
totals or entering for¬ 
mulas within docu¬ 
ments. 

“Column” func¬ 
tion, for displaying 
multiple columns of 
text on a single page. 

“Macro” func¬ 
tion, for creating 
strings of commands 
that can be executed 
by simply typing .the 
name of the macro. 

What is the same? Everything 
else. The spell checker, the ability 
to print documents on virtually any 
printer, all the help functions are 
available. 

The key question is how often 
the missing functions would be 
used. 

From my experience, the Switch 
and Merge functions will be missed 
in about 50 percent of all business- 
use situations; the Mark Text, 
Math, Column and Macro functions 
in perhaps 5 percent of all offices. 

The Switch is essential if you 
want to move copy from a previous 
document to a current one. The 
Merge function is effective if you 
often have a common letter to go 
to a standard mailing list. 

There are two business situa¬ 
tions, however, where I heartily 
recommend the student version: 

Where you may wish to try 
out Word Perfect before commit¬ 
ting your company to an expensive 
change. This is good if the missing 
functions would be rarely used. 

Where extra copies of the 
program are needed for work 
stations within your office that do 
not need the missing functions. 

The new version should be the 
preferred program for any student 
who may be entering the business 
world, because it is likely to be en¬ 
countered there. For other stu¬ 
dents, programs like pfs: Write are 
easier to learn and simpler to use. 
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